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There is a large amount of salvaged
wood in Christchurch currently.

Wood is versatile, sustainable, natural, [ * . . ;

and gives a warm, homely feeling. '

Wooden structures held up well during
the earthquakes and as a result, wood

has safe connotations

To the right are examples wood moulded
into soft, natural, flowing forms. Light
can still pass through, giving a soft
ambience and comfortable sense of

enclosure.

curves

Nto space

cultural inspiration

religion

Catholicism is the dominant religion throughout Latin America.

Even if a person does not personally regard themselves as
Catholic, elements of the religion will be woven into the cultural
fabric of everyday life, often on a subconscious level, and will
therefore feel familiar.

landscape

The landscape of Latin America is breathtaking with wide
expansive spaces and many scarcely populated regions, such
as the Andes pictured below. A view of a natural landscape will

feel familiar for many people from Latin America, while also be

enjoyable for other visitors.

The site will include a place which
invites a personal communion with God,
allowing people to resolve any ‘“inner
turmoil”. However, the reference will be
discrete, so that the space is welcoming
to people of all beliefs.

The site will provide a space where only
vegetation and the Avon can be seen.
The view of the city will be shielded.
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construction

It has been found that people will feel
more comfortable in spaces where they
feel physically protected from behind
with a clear view out and an escape

route to a place of refuge.

It is proposed that this perception of
space is based on survival instinct.

People are unlikely to feel safe and
relaxed if these conditions are not met,
therefore it is essential for a place of
tranquillity to incorporate this concept.
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work ethic

(He who perseveres, succeeds)

Latin A

With ancestors who fought off the Spanish and Inca
for centuries, and a cool to polar climate, hard work
and perseverance is embedded in Chilean sense of
identity. This attitude is common to many other Latin
American countries as well. In response to this, the area
of sanctuary will be difficult to get to. The visitor will have
to persevere to reap the rewards.

clear skies

Latin America, especially Chile has some of the clearest
skies in the world. Being able to gaze up at the blue
skies that Christchurch often enjoys creates a simple yet
powerful connection to the familiar.

James Turmrell s
known for his work
(left) with skylights
that ‘bring the sky
down' to the viewer,
forming a link to the
infinite. It can be a
religious experience
for some.

detached and relocated,

background

A possible method of construction. Thin
planks of wood are steamed then woven
to form sections. Each section can be

To achieve this, the site will mimic the motion of a
water ripple, continually pushing outward with the
only still point being at very centre.

It is also a reference to the seismic waves in the
ground that resulted in the need for this space.
In the midst of all the upheaval there will be calm.

A tranquil state can be induced through “soft attention”
- watching something that holds interest yet allows
the mind to wander. Watching a fire, water flow or
clouds pass are all examples of this.

A link to the infinite can also be created framing a
view in a way that mimics perspective and draws the
eye to the desired location:

A fine textured, evergreen vine would
cover the structure, blending it into the
landscape. Planted in pots placed in
shallow holes enables easy relocation.
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The design conslsts of a concentric formation of
woven wooden rings. They radiate out from the
centre, forming a physical barrler and concealing
the entrance to the Inner sancluary. This makes
the reaching the Inner space a reward for

perseverance.
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The only enfrance to the central area Is through
he Lnnel. Passing trough the struciure Is a
Joumey that engages te Visitor with the site. The
path Is lined wit large, loosely placed recycled
pavers thal can easlly be relocated. The central
space Is open and Invites he visitor to wander
around. Itls connected Yo the river, offering views
of the gently flowing dear water.
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The central dome can only be approached from
the front, which means the people retaxing Inside
will not be surprised by new wisitors. It provides
an Inimate space In which people can feel sale
and protecied. It opens out to the sky enabling
visitors to connect with God or just let thelr
thoughts roam.

The spaces between the structure are designed
for strolling through. They do not diclate a use
and allow qulet contemplation. All paths lead to
the river, but only one leads to the sanctuary.
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The rings dminish In helght as they radate (seen
In the seclion below) mimicking naturd wave
action. As the vines grow over, the structre
wil blend Into the landscape leaving a genle
undulating form In the ground.
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L Looking out from within the sanctuary,

the eye is drawn out above the
treetops then up to the sky. The
loosely woven canopy creates a soft
sense of enclosure and promotes
relaxation. The seat gently rocks and
allows the user to lean back and look
skyward with their neck supported.

@ vision to the end of the path is partially

obscured by the arches and the curve
in the path, which creates a sense of
mystery and encourages exploration.

@ The outer 'ipples’ only just break the

ground's surface. The structure will
blend into the earth as the vines grow.

The view West over the slte shows
how ‘ripples’ form an open and airy,
yet enclosed central space.




