
HiAP at the macro level: 
 Assessing the Health Impacts of the 
Proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership 

Agreement 



Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity 

HiAP, HIA 
& 

The TPP  



Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity 

The TPP 



Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity 

Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) 

Currently negotiating:  
 
New Zealand, Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, 
Japan, Malaysia,  Mexico, Peru, Singapore, United 
States, Vietnam.  
South Korea has formally expressed interest in 
joining. 
 
 More countries may join:  

Thailand, The Philippines,  
Taiwan, etc 



Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity 

Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) 

•  Negotiations began 2010 
•  19 negotiating rounds completed 
•  Now in final stages 
•  Agenda set primarily by the US 
•  Set to become a free trade zone 

of the Asia Pacific  
 and beyond 

•  Negotiated in secret 
•  Limited public health  

 input 
 
 
Photos: TPP negotiating venue, 

       San Diego, July 2012 
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Purpose of the HIA on the TPP 

•  To inform advocacy efforts about the health 
impacts of the TPP occurring across Australia 

•  HIA, simply defined, is the process of identifying 
the future consequences of a current or 
proposed action on health and wellbeing. 

•  Is both  
–  technical (as in provides a technical assessment) and 
–  tactical (as in provides a process for policy influence) 
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‘Internal’ structure 
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The HIA process 
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‘Policy brief’ (really scope of the literature) 
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The process of the TPP 
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Scoping 

•  the cost of medicines 
•  the ability of Government to regulate  

–  tobacco,  
–  food and  
– alcohol. 
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Scenarios  

–  that the policy scenario is either a current 
priority or likely to become a priority for 
advocacy groups  

–  the scenario includes a globally recognized 
public health intervention with a strong 
evidence base 

– Based on previous trade agreements, the 
policy scenario will likely be impacted by 
TPPA provisions.  
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Recommendations 

 •  to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and Government regarding TPP provisions; 

•  to the Australian Government regarding the 
TPP negotiating process; 

•  Broader policy recommendations to 
Government in the areas of medicines, alcohol, 
tobacco and food 
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The HIA’s 
impact  



TPP	  not	  released	  yet	  

? 
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Release outcomes 
Sydney Morning Herald 
The age  
Brisbane Times  
WA Today  
Canberra Times  
7 News 
Pharmacy News  
Business Spectator  
UNSW Newsroom 
ABC The Drum 
Optus Zoo 
AJP.com 
The Standard  
The Australian 
Media Net 
Medical Observer 
GWN7  
Northern Territory News  
SBS World News Australia  
Perth Now 
Daily Mail 
Pacific Scoop 
AAP Newswire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sydney Morning Herald  
Daily Liberal 
The Age 
Central Western Daily 
Namoi Valley Independent 
The Sydney News 
The Queanbeyan Age 
Australian Policy Online  
Telesur   (Latin American – based in Venezuela) 
Scoop NZ (New Zealand)  
Pacific Scoop (New Zealand) 
Bernama.com (Malaysia) 
Sky Valley Chronicle (U.S.- Washington) 
Latin Times (U.S. – NYC) 
Training.com.au 
The Australian 
Tech Dirt 
National Medical Observer  
Canberra Times 
Modern Farmer (U.S.) 
Green Left Weekly 
Central Western Daily 
Daily Liberal 
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Some reflections on challenges 

•  Lack of proposal to assess 
•  Unclear changing timeframes 
•  Working with advocacy groups  
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Some reflections on ‘success’ 
factors 

•  Outstanding project officer 
•  Skilled and experienced management / 

working group, with mix of HIA and trade 
expertise 

•  Skilled and networked advocacy expertise 
(Deb Gleeson and Michael Moore) – esp 
links to the media 
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Thank you’s 

•  This work would not have been possible 
without the generous support from  
– CHETRE and CPHCE at UNSW  
– PHAA esp Michael Moore 
– Our advocacy and technical partners – esp. 

Pat Ranald from AFTINET and Prof Sharon 
Friel from ANU 



•  Report available at 
www.hiaconnect.edu.au 

•  Contact info@hiaconnect.edu.au 


