CaLD Community Competition --- Chile

: In order to help those Cultural and Lit}guistically Diverse (CaLD) Communities to recover from the earthquake events of the last 18 months,
BaCkground Informatl()n familiar tranquil spaces are designed for their respite and relief. Through researchinghtheir philosophica‘l{ spiritual and cultural traditions of

their original countries, a garden will be derived and inspired from their traditions, Those gardens should provide a familiar and peaceful
Geogra phy and T opogr aphy: environment for those who left from their own countries and settle down in Christchurch as their home.
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Description of Concept:

Cubic stone gabions provide physical
blockage from a road frontage. They also
act as seating area.

The design concept is inspired from a Chilean myths of
“desierto florido” (flowering desert). The myth in fact is a
marvellous phenomenon that occurs when enough rain falls
in the winter months to trigger flowers blooming vigoriously 48 s - ; .

given that bulbs and seeds are hidden beneath the earth, ~ AGEREEEE nkaey g — et
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Sand is placed all over the —
garden,
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The myth was originated in the time during Spanish rule and&==
it started with a beautiful girl living in a village near the  §
Limari River, One day the girl met a handsome miner who
just arrived in her village and they fell in love in thier first
sight, They lived together hagpily in the village for some
time before the miner had a disturbing dream about
searching a gold mine in mountains. In the dream, he was
told with a precise location of gold mine. After he woke up
and he went to search for the Fold mine. Before he left, he
promised the girl that he would return. But day after day,
the miner hadn’t returned and villagers told the girl that the
miner was died by loseing way in the miragle. The girl was
sad and died after hearing the news. The villagers buried her
in one rainy day. The next day, the valley and the place
Hh‘ere the girl was buried was filled with beautiful red
owers.
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The design extracts and abstracts elements in the myth and
Chile’s topography. Quilimari valley, Atacama desert, Limari
River, Shape of Chile’s territory, Andes and South Pacific
Ocean are simplified as some geometric shapes and forms.
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Cubic stone gabions ,which represent as Andes mountains
and remind people a mining industry in Chile, heap l.:ip

i rly in one side to attenuatertyhe visual and audio
impacts from the road frontage. In another side of the site,
seats are placed and people can sit there and look at Avon
River. In the mid way of a pebble stone f:edestrian path, a big
clay bowl is placed and served as a focal point in the garden.
fishes are painted on the surface of the bowl and water fills
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inside it so that it recalls fishing as a popular hobbg in Chile.
Also the sense of tranquility are brought through the above
visual and audio improvements,

A pebblestone pedestrian path cuts
through the whole garden,
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The design also considers the mental heaeEIn&process for
those communities who suffer from the earthquake events.
When Jseo le lFo into the garden from an entry, they see a
devoid and lifeless sand area with sand inside several corten
steel plant containers. As they walk along the pebble stone
path and pass through the fourth plant container, the¥ start
to see flowers blooming in the coming containers just like
flowering desert after rain, That is just like an ex?erience
that reople start with despair, get through the ditficulty and
Yy

gain with hope and braveness.

Limari River
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fisheSare painted on the exterior and school of Landscape Architecture, Lincoln University
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